Hispanic women's beliefs about breast cancer and mammography.
Although breast cancer rates are lower among Hispanic women than among White women, Hispanics are more likely to die from this disease if they do get it. This may be related to the fact that Hispanic women are less likely to participate in mammographic screening. This study used a two-stage decision model to describe a group of rural, Hispanic women's beliefs and attitudes about breast cancer and mammography. The first stage consisted of exploratory interviews to identify factors, both positive and negative, that affect the mammography decision. The second stage will use a survey to weigh the identified factors in order to determine their importance to the decision. This article presents the stage 1 findings of this study. Twenty-nine rural, Hispanic women between the ages of 38 and 74 participated in the interviews. The majority had annual incomes of < $10,000, and 30% completed < or = 8 years of education. The subjects identified 18 factors, which fell into three general categories: Knowledge and Attitudes (How Well It Works, Personal Risk, Other Ways of Knowing, Fear of Cancer and/or treatment, Belief in Fate, Cultural Issues), Issues Related to Participation (Language, Getting There, Time, Cost, Radiation Exposure, Pain), and Social Concerns (Role Model, Responsibility to Self, Responsibility to Others, Influence of Family/Friends, Influence of Doctors, Influence of Society). Verbatim description of each of these factors are presented. The implication of the findings to health professionals is discussed.